GUEST COMMENTARY By Daniel Bowen

ong before my wife and I

purchased a TiVo, our televi-

sion viewing experience was
lacking. We would sit there pas-
sively watching a passive medium.
Even worse, we were forced to
keep our opinions to ourselves
about what we had watched until
the episode was over. By that time,
however, we had forgotten many
of the nuances of what we had
watched. In short, the multitude
of feelings we had and the opin-
ions we wanted to share with one
another were lost in the distant
caverns of memory.

So along comes this remarkable
device ... the Viagra of television, if
you will. A device that enables cou-
ples to pause TV so they can engage
In conversation about the plethora
of moments they had just watched.
Such engagement leads to stimu-
lating dialogue about hundreds of
possible nuances that would other-
wise fly by without the ability to hit
pause. And it’s these nuances that
make this medium the great medi-
um it is. After all, we, as television
makers, are in the emotional trans-
portation business, so why not let
viewers savor, taste, debate and
ponder each and every moment
that tickles their fancy, pushes their
buttons and causes them to think?

[sn't that what we're aiming to
achieve as executive producers,
producers, directors, writers, direc-
tors of photography, composers,
etc.? What DVR gives the viewer is a
chance to fully embody the indi-
vidual qualities that are woven into
the fabric of each episode.

With regard to my marriage
reaching new heights as a result of
using a DVR, we now depend on it
as a means of activating that kid-
crush-love we had for each

Now we sit on our couch, hit pause
and away we go on a shared jour-
ney of discussion, debate and
magnetic engagement.

My wife and I have paused and
discussed bad acting, great scenes,
news stories that have inflamed us,
eye-rolling questions asked by
lousy talk-show hosts, the majestic
beauty of “Planet Earth,” the
embarrassment of Jerry Springer
and his minions, comments made
by political buffoons who some-
how think they've fooled us, the

Instead of being
passive TV-

watching zombies

(as most people
are), we've
become active
participants with
one another.

pure wonder of great writing in a
dramatic series and a corrupt ath-
lete reading a carefully crafted
apology written by someone other
than himself. In short, my wife and
[ engage one another with every
pause. And it's with every pause
that we have grown closer.

Instead of being passive TV-
watching zombies (as most people
are), we've become active partici-
pants with one another—engaged
in multiple layers of discussion
that stimulate and invigorate us.
My wife and I now enthusiastically
wait for what we call “nights of
engagement,” formerly known as
watching TV.

T1Vo Brought New Lite to
Both TV Viewing, Marriage

This is not to say we don'
engage in other ways, but it would
not be appropriate to articulate
such detail in this forum.

My diatribe may seem comical
to you, but in the end the proofis in
the pudding. And this proof tran-
scends the moments my wife and [
spend watching TV: It affects how
we treat one another at all other
times, how we treat our children
and ultimately how our children
view us as committed, vibrant and
loving influences in their lives. By
solidifying the foundation of our
marriage, we in turn solidify the
foundation of our family and the
life we are trying to build. And by
the way, my wife and I aren't saying
hitting pause on our DVR is the
root of our fantastic marriage; no,
the DVR is the root of our ability to
interact and engage one another
when otherwise we wouldn't.

One thing all of us who read
this publication know is that tele-
vision 'is ubiquitous and has
become the single most powerful
medium the world has ever seen.
In short, it ain’t going anywhere
any time soon. So as long as it's
here to stay, let’s use it and the
DVR to make our relationships
and our marriages better.

So for those who have a great
relationship or marriage and want
an even greater one, or for those
about to call a divorce attorney,
contact your DVR installer today.
Who knows, maybe this technolo-
gy will put all marriage counselors
and divorce attorneys out of work.
And that would be a good thing,
wouldn't it? l

Daniel Bowen is executive pro-
ducer/principallexecutive in charge

of production at New York-based
Bowen Media.
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SHARE YOUR VIEWS: We welcome your e-mail, faxes and letters to the editor. E-mail us via
our Web site (TVweek.com/contact). Include a daytime phone number where we can verify your
submission. Mail your letters to PressRoom, TelevisionWeek, 6500 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2300,
Los Angeles, CA 90048. Or fax your letters to 323-653-4425. We reserve the right to shorten
letters and correct grammatical errors.



